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        Washington ­ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that last night the U.S. House of Representatives has approved the FY08 Transportation and Urban Development (THUD) Appropriations Bill by a vote of 268 to 153.

  Congressman Olver is Chairman of the THUD Appropriations Subcommittee and crafted the bill.

  This bill provides $104.4 billion of total spending, $4.4 billion more than last year and $4.1 billion more than the President's FY08 request.

  "This is a bipartisan and fiscally responsible bill.  Each year the President's budget arrives with severe cuts to vital programs, such as housing vouchers, Community Development Block Grants and AMTRAK.  We have restored the deepest cuts and focused on making core programs whole and making them function better, rather than starting a lot of new initiatives," Congressman John Olver said.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  Following are highlights of some of the bill's provisions.

Housing
 Quote:  "The programs funded through HUD are critical to thousands of communities and low-income families across this country," Congressman John Olver said.  "I continue to be concerned that this Administration places housing and community development at the bottom of its list of priorities. Our bill restores the cuts for our nation¹s most vulnerable citizens."

Highlights:

    -  Community Development Block Grants: $4 billion, $228 million above 2007 and $963 million above the President's request, to fund community and economic development projects in 1,180 localities.  More than 95% of the total funding principally benefits low and moderate-income persons.  This level is still $400 million below 2001.

    -  HOPE VI: $120 million, $21 million above 2007, rejecting the President's proposal to eliminate the program and rescind last year's funds for competitive grants to public housing authorities to revitalize neighborhoods impacted by deteriorating public housing projects including demolition of public housing and construction of mixed-income housing.  This is still far short of the $778 million provided in 2004.

    -  Housing for the Elderly: $734.5 million, the same as 2007 and $159.6 million above the President's request, for the acquisition, rehabilitation or construction of housing for low-income elderly people.  Ten eligible seniors are on the waiting list for every one unit of housing available, yet each year the President proposes deep cuts to this program.

    -  Housing for the Disabled: $236.6 million, the same as 2007 and $111.6 million above the President's request, for grants to finance the acquisition, rehabilitation or construction of housing for disabled people.

    -  Section 8 Tenant Based Vouchers:  $16.3 billion, $410 million above 2007 and $330 million above the President's request, to renew approximately 1.9 million vouchers currently in use and provide 4,000 new, targeted vouchers for the non-elderly disabled population and homeless veterans.  The President's request would force between 40,000 and 80,000 families and individuals to lose their housing vouchers.  This is the first time in five years that new vouchers have been proposed, and the first time the HUD Veterans Administration Supportive Housing program has been funded since 1992.

    -  Section 8 Project Based Vouchers:  $6.5 billion, $503 million above 2007 and $667 million above the President's request, to provide affordable housing to 1.3 million low and very low-income families and individuals, two-thirds of whom are elderly or disabled.

Transportation
 Quote:  "With an aging surface and aviation infrastructure; an aging workforce; and growing congestion ­ we must waste no time in identifying innovative solutions or we will be ill-prepared to meet the transportation challenges that our nation will face over the next decade.  This bill is a good start.  We rejected the President's cuts to AMTRAK and programs that provide air service to rural communities, and invested in highway infrastructure," Congressman John Olver said.

Highlights:

    -  Amtrak:  $1.4 billion, $106 million above 2007 and $600 million above the President's request, to provide capital and operating assistance to maintain a national passenger rail system, one of the most environmentally friendly modes of transportation.
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    -  Highway Infrastructure: $40.2 billion, $1.25 billion above 2007 and $631 million above the President's request, to improve and maintain our nation's aging highway infrastructure.  This meets the level guaranteed in the highway authorization bill SAFETEA-LU as required under House rules.

    -  Rail Line Relocation and Improvement Grants: $35 million, for a new initiative to relocate local rail lines that create problems for safety, motor vehicle flow, noise and economic development.

    -  Airport Modernization, Safety and Efficiency Grants: $3.6 billion, $85.5 million above 2007 and $850 million above the President's request, to ease congestion and prepare our nation's airport infrastructure to handle an anticipated 1 billion passengers by 2015.
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